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IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS – ECONTENTS

DOMaIN 1:  AppROacHES TO LEaRNING aND COGNITIVE DEVELOpMENT

INTRODUcTION

SUB-DOMaIN:  LEaRNING AppROacHES

Goal 1:  Children show curiosity and interest in learning and experimenting.

Goal 2:  Children are able to generate new ideas, approaches, and activities in daily routines.

Goal 3:  Children are confident to initiate and complete activities using a variety of approaches.

Goal 4:  Children sustain attention to tasks even when faced with challenges and frustration.

Goal 5:  Children demonstrate an expanding ability to develop and carry out plans.

Goal 6:  Children show ability to change or adapt thought processes, applying previously learned concepts and skills to new
situations.

Goal 7:  Mediated by individual temperament, children learn to understand and appreciate individual style in approaching and
interacting with the world.

SUB-DOMaIN:  COGNITION aND COGNITIVE PROcESSES

Goal 8:  Children demonstrate awareness of cause and effect relationships.

Goal 9:  Children use prior relationships, experiences, and knowledge to expand understanding.

Goal 10:  Children show emerging ability to imitate behaviors that they have observed.

Goal 11:  Children find multiple solutions to questions, tasks, problems, and challenges, including trial and error.

Goal 12:  Children expand abilities for conjecture, hypothesizing, and guessing.

Goal 13:  Children compare, contrast, and evaluate experiences, tasks, and events building on prior knowledge.

Goal 14:  Children participate in exploratory play.

Goal 15:  Children participate in pretend or symbolic play.

Goal 16:  Children represent experiences and thought through symbolic representation such as movement, drawing,
singing/vocalizing, and play.

DOMaIN 2:  PHYSIcaL WELL-BEING, HEaLTH, aND MOTOR DEVELOpMENT

INTRODUcTION

SUB-DOMaIN:  MOTOR DEVELOpMENT

Goal 17:  Children demonstrate strength and coordination of large motor muscles.



Goal 18:  Children demonstrate strength and coordination of small motor muscles.

Goal 19:  Children use their senses (sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch) to guide and integrate their interactions.

SUB-DOMaIN:  PHYSIcaL DEVELOpMENT

Goal 20:  Children demonstrate the stamina and energy to participate in daily activities.

Goal 21:  Children engage in a variety of physical activities.

SUB-DOMaIN:  HEaLTH aND PERSONaL CaRE

Goal 22:  Children practice basic personal care routines.

Goal 23:  Children demonstrate personal health and hygiene skills.

SUB-DOMaIN:  NUTRITION aND FEEDING

Goal 24:  Children eat a variety of nutritious foods.

SUB-DOMaIN:  SafETY

Goal 25:  Children demonstrate knowledge about and avoid harmful objects and situations.

Goal 26:  Children demonstrate awareness and understanding of safety rules.

DOMaIN 3:  SOcIaL aND EMOTIONaL DEVELOpMENT

INTRODUcTION

SUB-DOMaIN:  SOcIaL DEVELOpMENT

Goal 27:  Children trust, interact with, and seek assistance from adults.

Goal 28:  Children develop friendships with peers.

Goal 29:  Children demonstrate positive negotiation skills.

Goal 30:  Children demonstrate awareness of behavior and its effects on others.

Goal 31:  Children participate positively in group activities.

Goal 32:  Children demonstrate sympathy and empathy.

Goal 33:  Children develop a sense of humor.

Goal 34:  Children adapt to diverse settings.

Goal 35:  Children recognize, appreciate, and respect similarities and differences in people.

SUB-DOMaIN:  EMOTIONaL DEVELOpMENT

Goal 36:  Children perceive themselves as unique individuals.

Goal 37:  Children demonstrate belief in their abilities.

Goal 38:  Children regulate their feelings and impulses.

DOMaIN 4:  GENERaL KNOwLEDGE

INTRODUcTION

SUB-DOMaIN:  MaTHEMaTIcS aND NUMERacY

Goal 39:  Children demonstrate understanding of numbers, ways of representing numbers, relationships among numbers, and
number systems.



Goal 40:  Children demonstrate understanding of measurable attributes of objects and the units, systems, and processes of
measurement (including size, volume, height, weight, length, area, and time).

Goal 41:  Children demonstrate understanding of patterns, relations, and functions used to organize their world and facilitate
problem solving.

SUB-DOMaIN:  ScIENcE

Goal 42:  Children observe, describe, and collect information by exploring the world around them.

Goal 43:  Children further engage in exploring and making sense of the natural world by asking questions and making
predictions about cause and effect relations that can lead to generalizations.

SUB-DOMaIN:  SOcIaL STUDIES

Goal 44:  Children differentiate between people, places, activities, and events in the past and present that relate to self, group
identity, and a sense of their community.

Goal 45:  Children demonstrate awareness and understanding of individual fairness, group rights, and responsibilities
(democratic ideals) for membership and participation in group activities (successful citizenship).

SUB-DOMaIN:  CREaTIVE ARTS

Goal 46:  Children use creative arts to express and represent what they know, think, believe, or feel.

Goal 47:  Children demonstrate understanding and appreciation of creative arts.

DOMaIN 5:  COMMUNIcaTION, LaNGUaGE, aND LITERacY

INTRODUcTION

SUB-DOMaIN:  COMMUNIcaTION

Goal 48:  Children demonstrate the meaning of language by listening.

Goal 49:  Children communicate effectively.

Goal 50:  Children comprehend and use conventions of social communication.

SUB-DOMaIN: LaNGUaGE

Goal 51:  Children use receptive vocabulary.

Goal 52:  Children use expressive vocabulary.

Goal 53:  Children demonstrate progression in grammar and syntax.

Goal 54:  Children demonstrate comprehension and meaning in language.

Goal 55:  Children use language for a variety of purposes.

SUB-DOMaIN:  LITERacY

Goal 56:  Children develop phonological awareness.

Goal 57:  Children demonstrate awareness of letters and symbols.

Goal 58:  Children demonstrate awareness of print concepts.

Goal 59:  Children demonstrate comprehension of printed materials and oral stories.

Goal 60:  Children demonstrate awareness that written materials can be used for a variety of purposes.

Goal 61:  Children demonstrate knowledge and use of letters and symbols.



Goal 62:  Children use writing skills and demonstrate knowledge of writing conventions.

Goal 63:  Children use writing for a variety of purposes.

SUB-DOMaIN:  ENGLISH LaNGUaGE LEaRNERS

Goal 64:  Children demonstrate competency in home language while acquiring beginning proficiency in English.

 





exploration.  Pretending is a complex form of intellectual activity and a critical element in symbolic thinking and the
symbolization process.  In pretend play, children take on roles, have objects that are not present, and use things as
substitutes for real objects.  Through symbolic play and maturation, children come to distinguish between fantasy and reality,
without losing either.  Play is both the means and manifestation of children’s growing understanding of the world and their
roles within their culture.

SUPPORTING INdIVIdUAl DIFFERENCES, LANGUAGE, ANd CUlTURAl DIVERSITY

A discussion about Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development acknowledges that children learn and express
themselves in different ways.  Skilled caregivers appreciate and value the diversity of children, families, and cultures; and strive to
observe, understand, and support each child as an individual. Some children look and watch; seeming to figure out the situation
before they move to engage.  Other children may have great tactile sensitivity and use touch to explore or alternately to hold back
from new sensations.  Parents and caregivers can create supportive environments in which children are allowed to take risks and try
new ideas, and in which creative processes of learning and expressing self are nurtured and valued.  Caregivers who use children’s
current knowledge and understanding of their world to build on that knowledge, help children create meaning from new experiences,
relationships, and concepts.  Children with differing abilities, with developmental delays or who are at risk for developmental delays, or
with special talents may require particular attention and perhaps adaptations to foster their engagement in learning.

Children are exposed to cultural patterns and values in their immediate context of family as well as in the neighborhood, community,
and environment at large.  At the family level, differences in child-rearing practices, including parental behaviors of instruction,
modeling, and responses to children’s initiatives influence children’s learning approaches.  Culture may influence children’s work
styles, the way they approach and interpret experiences, and their orientation to action or reflection.  Some cultures encourage
children to obey and defer to adult opinions while other cultures encourage children to question and negotiate with adults.  Cultural
patterns also influence the way children learn.  For example, some cultural settings promote learning through hands-on manipulation
of materials, while others focus on visual representation, and still others focus on oral traditions of story telling or more structured
interactions.  Whatever the cultural influence on children’s predispositions, learning styles can be embraced as equal, valued, and
respected as a child approaches learning.
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GOAL 1:  CHILDREN SHOW cURIOSITY AND INTEREST IN LEARNINg AND EXPERIMENTINg.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Learning Approaches

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 2:  CHILDREN ARE ABLE TO gENERATE NEW IDEAS, APPROAcHES, AND AcTIVITIES IN DAILY ROUTINES.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Learning Approaches

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 3:  CHILDREN ARE cONFIDENT TO INITIATE AND cOMPLETE AcTIVITIES USINg A VARIETY OF APPROAcHES.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Learning Approaches

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 4:  CHILDREN SUSTAIN ATTENTION TO TASKS EVEN WHEN FAcED WITH cHALLENgES AND FRUSTRATION.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Learning Approaches

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 5:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE AN EXPANDINg ABILITY TO DEVELOP AND cARRY OUT PLANS.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Learning Approaches

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 6:  CHILDREN SHOW ABILITY TO cHANgE OR ADAPT THOUgHT PROcESSES, APPLYINg PREVIOUSLY LEARNED cONcEPTS AND

SKILLS TO NEW SITUATIONS.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Learning Approaches

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 7:  MEDIATED BY INDIVIDUAL TEmPERAmENT, CHILDREN LEARN TO UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE INDIVIDUAL STYLE IN
APPROACHINg AND INTERACTINg WITH THE WORLD.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Learning Approaches

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 8:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE AWARENESS OF cAUSE AND EFFEcT RELATIONSHIPS.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 9:  CHILDREN USE PRIOR RELATIONSHIPS, EXPERIENcES, AND KNOWLEDgE TO EXPAND UNDERSTANDINg.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 10:  CHILDREN SHOW EMERgINg ABILITY TO IMITATE BEHAVIORS THAT THEY HAVE OBSERVED.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 11:  CHILDREN FIND MULTIPLE SOLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS, TASKS, PROBLEMS, AND cHALLENgES, INcLUDINg TRIAL AND

ERROR.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 12:  CHILDREN EXPAND ABILITIES FOR cONJEcTURE, HYPOTHESIZINg, AND gUESSINg.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 13:  CHILDREN cOMPARE, cONTRAST, AND EVALUATE EXPERIENcES, TASKS, AND EVENTS BUILDINg ON PRIOR KNOWLEDgE.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 14:  CHILDREN PARTIcIPATE IN EXPLORATORY PLAY.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 15:  CHILDREN PARTIcIPATE IN PRETEND OR SYMBOLIc PLAY.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 16:  CHILDREN REPRESENT EXPERIENcES AND THOUgHT THROUgH SYMBOLIc REPRESENTATION SUcH AS MOVEMENT,
DRAWINg, SINgINg/VOcALIZINg, AND PLAY.

Domain 1:  Approaches to Learning and Cognitive Development
Sub-Domain:  Cognition and Cognitive Processes

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 17:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE STRENgTH AND cOORDINATION OF LARgE MOTOR MUScLES.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Motor Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
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GOAL 18:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE STRENgTH AND cOORDINATION OF SMALL MOTOR MUScLES.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Motor Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 19:  CHILDREN USE THEIR SENSES (SIgHT, HEARINg, SMELL, TASTE, AND TOUcH) TO gUIDE AND INTEgRATE THEIR

INTERAcTIONS.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Motor Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
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GOAL 20:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE THE STAMINA AND ENERgY TO PARTIcIPATE IN DAILY AcTIVITIES.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Physical Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 21:  CHILDREN ENgAgE IN A VARIETY OF PHYSIcAL AcTIVITIES.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Physical Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 22:  CHILDREN PRAcTIcE BASIc PERSONAL cARE ROUTINES.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Health and Personal Care

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
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GOAL 23:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE PERSONAL HEALTH AND HYgIENE SKILLS.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Health and Personal Care

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 24:  CHILDREN EAT A VARIETY OF NUTRITIOUS FOODS.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Nutrition and Feeding

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 25:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDgE ABOUT AND AVOID HARMFUL OBJEcTS AND SITUATIONS.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Safety

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
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GOAL 26:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDINg OF SAFETY RULES.

Domain 2:  Physical Well-Being, Health, and Motor Development
Sub-Domain:  Safety

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 















experiences.  Positive social relationships are formed and maintained when a child develops adaptive social behavior.  The effects of
different behaviors are understood as he/she adapts to diverse settings and participates positively in group activities.  Finally, social
competence is demonstrated when a child shows empathy when understanding, respecting, and showing sensitivity toward other
children.

EMOTIONAL DeVeLOPMeNT

A child’s ability to recognize and express feelings and to understand and respond to the emotions of others provides him/her with
important emotional skills.  Central to the understanding of emotional development is the overall perception of self; including traits,
feelings, abilities, motives, and social roles.  As a child acquires a self-concept, he/she begins to answer the question:  “Who am
I?”  Another aspect of emotional development is self-efficacy, which is the belief that one can succeed in accomplishing what one sets
out to do.  Self-efficacy creates feelings of self-confidence, competence, and positive emotions that a child must have to be successful
in learning tasks at home and at school.

Emotional development includes acknowledging emotions and the ability to manage or regulate them in both personal and social
contexts.  A child’s ability to identify and label his/her emotions and effectively express the range of feelings is another important
aspect of emotional well-being.  Emotional expression includes expressing primary emotions (joy, anger, fear), emotions linked to
sensory stimulation (disgust, delight, horror), and self-appraisal emotions (pride, satisfaction, shame, guilt).

SUPPORTINg INdIVIdUAL DIFFeReNCes, LANgUAge, ANd DIVeRsITY

Children’s social identity is shaped by many factors including gender, race, cultural and family background and values, language,
religion, abilities, life experiences and circumstances, and temperamental qualities and personality.  Family and cultural stories help
children build identities.  The values and practices of each child’s family, peers, community, and culture shape the feelings,
knowledge, and expectations that influence social and emotional development. 



IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 27:  CHILDREN TRUST, INTERAcT WITH, AND SEEK ASSISTANcE FROM ADULTS.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 28:  CHILDREN DEVELOP FRIENDSHIPS WITH PEERS.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 29:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE POSITIVE NEgOTIATION SKILLS.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 30:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE AWARENESS OF BEHAVIOR AND ITS EFFEcTS ON OTHERS.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 31:  CHILDREN PARTIcIPATE POSITIVELY IN gROUP AcTIVITIES.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 32:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE SYMPATHY AND EMPATHY.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 33:  CHILDREN DEVELOP A SENSE OF HUMOR.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 34:  CHILDREN ADAPT TO DIVERSE SETTINgS.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 35:  CHILDREN REcOgNIZE, APPREcIATE, AND RESPEcT SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENcES IN PEOPLE.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Social Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 36:  CHILDREN PERcEIVE THEMSELVES AS UNIQUE INDIVIDUALS.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Emotional Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades
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GOAL 37:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE BELIEF IN THEIR ABILITIES.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Emotional Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 

















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 38:  CHILDREN REgULATE THEIR FEELINgS AND IMPULSES.

Domain 3:  Social and Emotional Development
Sub-Domain:  Emotional Development

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
First, Second, and Third Grades

 



















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 39:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE UNDERSTANDINg OF NUMBERS, WAYS OF REPRESENTINg NUMBERS, RELATIONSHIPS AMONg

NUMBERS, AND NUMBER SYSTEMS.

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Mathematics and Numeracy

Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten















the reasonableness of an answer.

 



IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 40:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE UNDERSTANDINg OF MEASURABLE ATTRIBUTES OF OBJEcTS AND THE UNITS, SYSTEMS, AND

PROcESSES OF MEASUREMENT (INcLUDINg SIZE, VOLUME, HEIgHT, WEIgHT, LENgTH, AREA, AND TIME).

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Mathematics and Numeracy

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 41:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE UNDERSTANDINg OF PATTERNS, RELATIONS, AND FUNcTIONS USED TO ORgANIZE THEIR

WORLD AND FAcILITATE PROBLEM SOLVINg.

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Mathematics and Numeracy

Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 42:  CHILDREN OBSERVE, DEScRIBE, AND cOLLEcT INFORMATION BY EXPLORINg THE WORLD AROUND THEM.

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Science

Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 43:  CHILDREN FURTHER ENgAgE IN EXPLORINg AND MAKINg SENSE OF THE NATURAL WORLD BY ASKINg QUESTIONS AND

MAKINg PREDIcTIONS ABOUT cAUSE AND EFFEcT RELATIONS THAT cAN LEAD TO gENERALIZATIONS.

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Science

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 



















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 44:  CHILDREN DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN PEOPLE, PLAcES, AcTIVITIES, AND EVENTS IN THE PAST AND PRESENT THAT

RELATE TO SELF, gROUP IDENTITY, AND A SENSE OF THEIR cOMMUNITY.

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Social Studies

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 























IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 45:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDINg OF INDIVIDUAL FAIRNESS, gROUP RIgHTS, AND

RESPONSIBILITIES (DEMOcRATIc IDEALS) FOR MEMBERSHIP AND PARTIcIPATION IN gROUP AcTIVITIES (SUccESSFUL

cITIZENSHIP).

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Social Studies

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 

















IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 46:  CHILDREN USE cREATIVE ARTS TO EXPRESS AND REPRESENT WHAT THEY KNOW, THINK, BELIEVE, OR FEEL.

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Creative Arts

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 47:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE UNDERSTANDINg AND APPREcIATION OF cREATIVE ARTS.

Domain 4:  General Knowledge
Sub-Domain:  Creative Arts

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













DOMAIN 5:  COMMUNIcATION, LANGUAGE, ANd LITERAcY

INTROdUcTION

Communication, language, and literacy are recognized as essential for all individuals to function in all societies.  The acquisition of
language and literacy skills is a complex process during which, over the course of only a few years, children learn the meaning and
structure of words, how to use words to convey meaning, and how to understand and use printed materials.  Language plays a central
role in the child’s ability to build relationships by sharing meaning with others.  Skills for speaking and writing, and listening and
reading are key components.  In acquiring language, children gain the ability to articulate ideas and feelings, share them with others,
and respond to the ideas and actions of other people. 

RATIONAlE

When language is acquired, an incredibly complex and powerful system is at the child’s fingertips.  The ability to communicate
effectively - through oral language, the written word, and alternate means (especially for children with speech, language, and hearing
disabilities) - is essential for a broad range of activities that characterize daily living.  To participate in a broad range of daily activities,
children need the ability to communicate effectively through oral language, the written word, creative expression, and a variety of other
means.  Language is also a mediator of social competence.  Children use language as a tool to express their thoughts, feelings, and
ideas to others; and to receive, understand, and interpret communications from other people.

Children acquire language skills in the context of a culture.  No matter which language is being learned (e.g. English, American Sign
Language, Spanish); the vital role of children’s opportunities to practice the language cannot be neglected.  Language is
fundamentally embedded in children’s everyday relationships and experiences.  Parents, primary caregivers, and teachers play a
critical role in facilitating young children’s language and literacy development by providing exposure to language and print-rich
environments, interactions, and opportunities.

GENERAl DEFINITION

The IdahoEarly Learning eGuidelines define communication, language development, and literacy skills as separate components in
order to highlight the essential aspects of each.  However, the three components are inextricably interrelated.  The development of
oral language forms the foundation for early literacy development, just as the ability to communicate early in life impacts the
development of vocabulary and speech.

COMMUNIcATION

Communication is both making meaning of what is being communicated by others, and communicating ideas to others.  Children
communicate before mastering symbolic language.  Their “communicative competence” is dependent upon a complex set of skills
including, but not limited to, awareness of the social conventions of language usage; and the ability to listen, to understand, and to
follow verbal conversation.  Development of communication skills requires an understanding of the social context within which
communication occurs, knowledge of the goals of the interaction, and the elements of emotion in communication.  Children learn a
variety of styles of communication and ways of expressing emotions, which are determined by the specific social setting; whether it is
in the home, at preschool, on the playground, a cultural event, or at a store.

LANGUAGE DEVElOPMENT

Language is the acquisition of linguistic forms and procedures, social rules, and customs for expressing and interpreting thoughts,
feelings, and ideas.  This knowledge of language has three key aspects:  content (vocabulary and meaning), form, (grammatical
structure or syntax), and use (function).  As children learn the sound system, the meaning of words, and the rules of form and
grammar, they begin to use language constructively in social situations.

LITERAcY

Literacy, as defined in the Idaho Early learning eGuidelines, involves the ability to use language, symbols, and images in a variety of
forms to read, write, listen, speak, represent, observe, and think critically about ideas.  Emergent literacy (acquired during the early
years of life) refers to skills and behaviors that are precursors to conventional forms of reading and writing.  These include visual
expression, oral language, emergent reading, print awareness, and writing processes.



SUPPORTING INdIVIdUAl DIFFERENcEs, LANGUAGE, ANd CUlTURAl DIVERsITY

Children learn words and forms of language to express their thoughts, feelings, and ideas.  They also learn language to meet personal
and social objectives as determined by the community and culture within which they live and grow.

Several million young children in the United States speak a language other than English in their homes.  Children benefit cognitively
from learning two or more languages.  The ability to communicate in more than one language supports children’s cognitive flexibility
and an awareness of their own thinking about words as symbols.

Children learn second languages in two ways; either by acquiring two or more languages at the same time, or by learning a second
language after mastering the “home language” (i.e., first language learned and primary language used at home).  Children who follow
the former path to dual language learning (i.e., simultaneous learning of more than one language) are said to be “bilingual,” as a first
language.  Children who learn two languages from birth operate with two separate language systems and it is typical that they may
mix words from the two languages in the same sentence for a short time.  For children who follow the latter path to dual language
learning (i.e., sequential learning of more than one language), their competence in the home language can be supported while they
are learning a second language.  Rather than focusing on one language over another, the child can acquire both with support for
achieving growth and fluency in both languages.  Some children go through a “silent period” when learning a second or third
language.  Parents, educators, and caregivers can continue to talk to children and give them time to speak in the second language
when they are ready.  If their home language is actively supported and valued, children will learn English or another language
faster.  Given the growing number of young children in Idaho whose home language is not English, the eGuidelines provide indicators
and strategies to support the development of children’s home language while helping children acquire beginning proficiency in English.

Children’s communication, language, and literacy may be impacted by visual, hearing, neurological, or motor disabilities.  While it may
take some children months to acquire aspects of language, it may take other children considerably longer.  Delays in language
development may indicate that a child has a hearing loss or developmental delay or disorder.  Early diagnosis and intervention for
language delays are critically important.

 



IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 48:  CHILDREN DEMONSTRATE THE MEANINg OF LANgUAgE BY LISTENINg.

Domain 5:  Communication, Language, and Literacy
Sub-Domain:  Communication

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 













IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 49:  CHILDREN cOMMUNIcATE EFFEcTIVELY.

Domain 5:  Communication, Language, and Literacy
Sub-Domain:  Communication

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 











DOMAIN 5:  COMMUNIcATION, LANGUAGE, ANd LITERAcY

SUB-DOMAIN:  COMMUNIcATION

ORAl COMMUNIcATION

GOAl 49:  CHIldREN cOMMUNIcATE EFFEcTIVElY.

Age Range Developmental Growth Child Indicators Caregiver Strategies

60 Months through
Kindergarten

Adjust communication to varied
conversational and situational
contexts.

�ƒ    Initiates conversation by making
statements or asking questions.

�ƒ    Expresses an idea in more than
one way.

�ƒ    Adjusts communication style to
listener (when talking to a
younger child uses simple words).

�ƒ    Uses character voices when
retelling a story or event.

�ƒ    Understands the concept of
writing to communicate
information or messages
(attempts to write a short phrase
or greeting).

�ƒ    Draws pictures with objects and
people to communicate an idea or
event, with assistance.

�ƒ    Makes, with assistance, a simple
storybook using pictures, personal
experience, or culture and some
words.

�ƒ    Engage child in conversation
about a child-selected photograph
or object.

�ƒ    Provide opportunities for child to
speak publicly for a small group
and acknowledge him/her in the
effort.

�ƒ    Reduce a complicated story to
seven or eight action sentences
and act out movements with child
(especially in support of English
language learner).  A good story
to re-enact may be Three Billy
Goats Gruff or How Crane Got
Blue Eyes.

�ƒ    Provide play opportunities that
include materials for child to
practice oral and written
communication skills (tape
recorders, writing implements,
paper, story props, and
telephone).

�ƒ    Recognize and encourage
alternate forms of communication
(dance, drumming, sign, story
telling).

�ƒ    Have older child play and
socialize in the home language
with a younger child.

 



IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 50:  CHILDREN cOMPREHEND AND USE cONVENTIONS OF SOcIAL cOMMUNIcATION.

Domain 5:  Communication, Language, and Literacy
Sub-Domain:  Communication

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten

 



DOMAIN 5:  COMMUNIcATION, LANGUAGE, ANd LITERAcY

SUB-DOMAIN:  COMMUNIcATION

CONVENTIONs OF SOcIAl COMMUNIcATION

GOAl 50:  CHIldREN cOMPREHENd ANd UsE cONVENTIONs OF sOcIAl cOMMUNIcATION.

Age Range Developmental Growth Child Indicators Caregiver Strategies

Birth through
8 Months

Initiate and respond to social
interaction from caregiver.

�ƒ    Turns head in reaction to human
sound.

�ƒ    Tracks items of interest
(especially people) with eyes.

�ƒ    Initiates nonverbal cues.

�ƒ    Responds to the environment
(smiles, cries, grimaces, etc.)

�ƒ    Seeks and maintains eye contact.

�ƒ    Responds positively to physical
touch and contact.

�ƒ    Imitates facial expressions.

�ƒ    Initiates communication by
smiling and eye contact.

�ƒ    May return a smile or facial
expression with caregiver.

�ƒ    Play simple games with
exaggerated facial expressions
such as peek-a-boo.

�ƒ    Engage child in looking at adult
by talking playfully (interacting in
front of a mirror).

�ƒ    Express different emotions to the
child.

�ƒ    Wave to, kiss, hug, and greet
child.

�ƒ    Follow child’s gaze to establish
joint attention.

�ƒ    Provide face-to-face interactions,
physical contact, and verbal cues
for the child during daily routines.

 



DOMAIN 5:  COMMUNIcATION, LANGUAGE, ANd LITERAcY

SUB-DOMAIN:  COMMUNIcATION

CONVENTIONs OF SOcIAl COMMUNIcATION

GOAl 50:  CHIldREN cOMPREHENd ANd UsE cONVENTIONs OF sOcIAl cOMMUNIcATION.

Age Range Developmental Growth Child Indicators Caregiver Strategies

6 to 18 Months Sustain shared interactions.

�ƒ    Returns a physical demonstration
of affection; a laugh or hug.

�ƒ    Expresses preference for familiar
people.

�ƒ    Responds to nonverbal cues.

�ƒ    Engages in vocal play and turn-
taking.

�ƒ    Initiates communication using
words, signs, and gestures.

�ƒ    Says “no” meaningfully.

�ƒ    Uses object to initiate play with
another.

�ƒ    May respond when name is
called or signed.

�ƒ    Uses nonverbal gestures for
social conventions of greeting
(waves goodbye).

�ƒ    May participate in turn taking
during one-on-one communication
by making sounds or using words.

�ƒ    Respond to child’s facial
expressions and sounds.

�ƒ    Encourage child to use
vocalizations and gestures to gain
attention.

�ƒ    Use gestures when talking.

�ƒ    Play with objects.

�ƒ    Talk about what you and your
child are doing as you do it.

�ƒ    Engage in turn taking or circular
communication with child, even
before he/she uses real words.

�ƒ    Use everyday routines, (meal
times) to role-play social language
conventions.

�ƒ    Play games that involve turn-
taking.

�ƒ    Provide child with play
opportunities to talk to other
children and adults, with
guidance.

�ƒ    Demonstrate, explain, and
provide play opportunities for child
to practice talking and listening
(use a play or make believe
telephone, talking to dolls,
animals).

 



DOMAIN 5:  COMMUNIcATION, LANGUAGE, ANd LITERAcY

SUB-DOMAIN:  COMMUNIcATION

CONVENTIONs OF SOcIAl COMMUNIcATION

GOAl 50:  CHIldREN cOMPREHENd ANd UsE cONVENTIONs OF sOcIAl cOMMUNIcATION.

Age Range Developmental Growth Child Indicators Caregiver Strategies

16 to 38 Months
Initiate interaction using social
convention.

�ƒ    Uses object to initiate play or
seek assistance from another
child or caregiver.

�ƒ    Initiates communication using
jargon, words, signs, gestures,
and facial expression (e.g., says
“hi” and touches a friend).

�ƒ    Vocalizes wants and needs.

�ƒ    Asks and answers simple
questions.

�ƒ    Takes turns in simple nonverbal
directions.

�ƒ    May use common expressions of
politeness.

�ƒ    Attends to speaker for a portion
of a conversation, one on one.

�ƒ    Makes a related comment (e.g.,
adult says, “Here is your water,”
child says “cup” or “water cup”).

�ƒ    Makes a formal verbal or sign
request or response (e.g., “Milk
please,” “More,” “May I,” “Please,”
“Thank you”).

�ƒ    Participates in conversation that
builds on an idea, request, or
feelings.

�ƒ    Play often, verbally describe, and
expand on a shared interest.

�ƒ    Talk frequently with child.

�ƒ    Name and point to pictures and
objects.

�ƒ    Use gestures in communication.

�ƒ    Talk about what you are doing
during daily routines.

�ƒ    Ask and answer where, what, and
who.

�ƒ    Talk and interact with child
throughout the day.

�ƒ    Take time daily to have
conversations with child that are
fun and engaging.

�ƒ    Value and celebrate child’s home
language and culture.

�ƒ    Demonstrate, explain, and
provide opportunities for child to
practice culturally and socially
appropriate courtesies.

�ƒ    Pay full attention to child when
listening to the child.

�ƒ    Use symbolic actions to convey
meaning.

 



DOMAIN 5:  COMMUNIcATION, LANGUAGE, ANd LITERAcY

SUB-DOMAIN:  COMMUNIcATION

CONVENTIONs OF SOcIAl COMMUNIcATION

GOAl 50:  CHIldREN cOMPREHENd ANd UsE cONVENTIONs OF sOcIAl cOMMUNIcATION.

Age Range Developmental Growth Child Indicators Caregiver Strategies

36 to 60 Months
Actively seek and engage in
social interactions.

�ƒ    Attends to speaker during a
conversation.

�ƒ    Seeks interaction with others
(e.g., “Sing along with me,” “Read
a story.”).

�ƒ    Interprets subtle, nonverbal cues.

�ƒ    Asks for help.

�ƒ    Initiates and takes turns in group
conversations.

�ƒ    Recognizes appropriate time to
enter conversation.

�ƒ    Recognizes rising and falling
intonations and what they mean
(difference between a “what”
question and a statement).

�ƒ    Begins to demonstrate
understanding of nonverbal cues
(facial expressions for pride,
displeasure, encouragement).

�ƒ    A bilingual child can adjust
language and communication
form according to the person with
whom he/she is speaking.

�ƒ    Uses and interprets appropriate
language depending on the
purpose.

�ƒ    Communicates appropriately with
peers during play.

�ƒ    Defines the expectations during
play.

�ƒ    Relates personal experiences to
others.

�ƒ    Talk and play frequently.

�ƒ    Set up dramatic play
opportunities.

�ƒ    Create some situations where
child needs to ask for help.

�ƒ     Use props and role-play to
encourage child to participate in
group conversations.

�ƒ    Read or tell stories that involve
children sharing ideas.

�ƒ    Make special time to sit down for
leisurely conversations that are of
interest to the child.

�ƒ    Provide opportunities for
interaction within child’s own
social conventions and also other
languages and cultural groups.

�ƒ    Turn off a video or T.V. after 5-10
minutes and discuss the movie or
show with the child.

�ƒ    Provide child with opportunities
for problem solving.

�ƒ    Ask child to describe their play.

�ƒ    Use peer models especially for
more reticent children.

 



DOMAIN 5:  COMMUNIcATION, LANGUAGE, ANd LITERAcY

SUB-DOMAIN:  COMMUNIcATION

CONVENTIONs OF SOcIAl COMMUNIcATION

GOAl 50:  CHIldREN cOMPREHENd ANd UsE cONVENTIONs OF sOcIAl cOMMUNIcATION.

Age Range Developmental Growth Child Indicators Caregiver Strategies

60 Months through
Kindergarten

Use appropriate social
conventions in communication
with adults and peers.

�ƒ    Uses language appropriately with
different audiences (uses different
words with peers and adults),
most of the time.

�ƒ    Uses language appropriately
depending upon the purpose (to
tell stories, get information, ask
for help), most of the time.

�ƒ    Adjusts intonation and volume in
a variety of settings (whispers
when a baby is sleeping).

�ƒ     Engages appropriately in
communication with peers during
play (talking, listening, gesturing).

�ƒ    Engage child in play and
conversations that help him/her
practice appropriate social
conventions (pretend to go to the
grocery store or post office).

�ƒ    Provide opportunities for child to
engage in conversations in a
variety of situations (at the
playground with peers, at the post
office with the postal worker,
elders at family and community
gatherings).

 



IDAHO EARLY LeARNiNG eGUiDeLiNeS

GOAL 51:  CHILDREN USE REcEPTIVE VOcABULARY .

Domain 5:  Communication, Language, and Literacy
Sub-Domain:  Language

 
Birth through 8 Months
6 to 18 Months
16 to 38 Months
36 to 60 Months
60 Months through Kindergarten
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